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Verse 27 
Verse 27 transiBons to another scene.  It says, “They came again to Jerusalem. As he was 
walking in the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came” (Mark 11:27).  
Mark depicted Jesus having returned to the temple complex.  He visited it earlier in Mark 
11:15-19.  He returned again in our current passage.  The parBcular visit in our text was 
Jesus’ third visit to Jerusalem during the Holy Week.  See Mark 11:11 and 15 for the first 
two.  According to Mark 14:49, Jesus taught every day in the temple during the Holy 
Week.    1

 On His last visit, He confronted greedy and godless merchants.  On this occasion, 
He Himself was confronted by religious leaders — “The chief priests, the scribes, and the 
elders.”  These individuals were all a part of the Sanhedrin, the seventy-member council 
that handled all execuBve, legislaBve, and judicial maYers related to the Jewish naBon.   2

They were the religious authority of Jesus’ day.  Many venerated them as being the 
authority for all maYers related to Jewish faith and pracBce.  They enjoyed the perks and 
power of such a posiBon, so they were naturally perturbed by the way in which common 
folk looked to Jesus for spiritual authority (Mark 1:22 and 27).  Remember that they had 
begun ploZng to have Jesus killed back in Mark 11:18.  The events in our text were 
probably the results of their plot.  Through challenging Jesus’ authority, they likely 
wanted to trap Him in blasphemous and incriminaBng words. 
 Our Lord’s rebuYal of the religious elite in our text stands as a clarion call 
concerning truth for all generaBons.  It upholds the Son of God and Word of God as the 
true authority for all things related to the faith (John 1:1 and 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).  
Even the most respected religious leaders are to be quesBoned when they go against 
“Thus saith the Lord.”  Ryle has correctly noted, “Bishops, priests, and deacons, at their 
best, are only flesh and blood, and may err in both doctrine and pracBce…Their acts and 
teaching must always be tested by the Word of God.  They must be followed so far as 
they follow Scripture, and no further.  There is only one Priest and Bishop of souls, who 
makes no mistakes.  That one is the Lord Jesus Christ.”  3

Verse 28 
Verse 28 records a quesBon the religious leaders asked of Jesus.  It says they “asked him, 
'By what authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do these 
things?’” (Mark 11:28).  As we will see later in Mark 12:14, 19-23, and 28, the quesBon 
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was a trick quesBon designed to ensnare Jesus.  Since Mark 3:6, religious leaders had 
been ploZng to have Jesus killed.  During the Holy Week, they sent a number of parBes 
to interrogate Jesus in an aYempt to get Jesus to say something incriminaBng.  If they 
could catch Him in His words, they might find just legal cause to have Him put to death. 
 The quesBon in our parBcular passage was one regarding “authority.”  The 
religious leaders wanted to know why Jesus assumed He had the right “to do these 
things.”  The word “things” most likely refers back to the incident in the temple from 
earlier in the day (Mark 11:15-19).  It probably doesn’t refer to the incident with the fig 
tree.  It doesn’t seem that the chief priests, elders, and scribes observed that event 
firsthand.  They may not have even been aware of the incident.  However, they were 
present when He turned over tables and chased greedy merchants from the temple 
complex (Mark 11:18).   
 Consequently, they wanted to know where He got His authority to perform such a 
bold act.  Usually, any acBon out of the ordinary within the temple complex would have 
had to have been approved by the chief priests, scribes, and elders.  The Sanhedrin was 
the local authority related to all religious maYers.   Jesus had not operated under their 4

oversight when He ran out the merchants and turned over the moneychangers’ tables.  
Who did He think He was?   
 The Greek word translated “authority” expresses the idea of one having the right 
or power to make decisions or chose a course of acBon.   The term was oken used in 5

relaBon to kings, rulers, and emperors.  By probing Jesus on this maYer, the religious 
leaders made an assault on His role as Messiah.  Earlier in Mark’s gospel, Jesus asserted 
that He indeed had significant authority from God (Mark 2:10).  As He taught and 
ministered, others noBced such to be true.  In comparison to the ancient rabbis, Jesus 
taught as one who had authority (Mark 1:22 and 27).  The religious leaders had probably 
heard the common folk boast of this maYer; consequently, they challenged Jesus in 
regard to it in our current text. 
 From studying the New Testament, we know that Jesus indeed holds an 
authoritaBve posiBon.  When He issued the Great Commission in MaYhew’s gospel, He 
said, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth” (MaYhew 28:18).  In 
Philippians, Paul said, Jesus has “the name that is above every name, so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee will bow—in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 
2:9-11).   
 To be truly free, men and women must recognize Jesus’ authority.  Spiritual 
emancipaBon and joy are not found in making oneself the authority for one’s life.  They 
are found in recognizing the Lordship of Christ.  If He is creator of all, the first principle of 
all of creaBon (Colossians 1:16-18), it is only right for us to bow our heads to His 
supremacy.  Those who kick against His leadership do so to their own peril.  Life doesn’t 
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make sense, it doesn’t work properly, apart from a surrender to the sovereignty of Jesus.  
The religious leaders of the first century were dumb to this truth. 

Verses 29-30 
In answering the religious leaders, Jesus did not give a straight answer.  He applied the 
wisdom of Solomon, not answering a fool according to a fool's folly (Proverbs 26:4).  
Instead of responding directly, He asked a quesBon Himself.  He inquired, “I will ask you 
one quesBon; then answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.  
Was John’s bapBsm from heaven or of human origin? Answer me” (Mark 11:29-30).  The 
SocraBc method is well known for its quesBon-based approach to learning.  First-century 
rabbis similarly used quesBons in religious debates.     6

 Some are unaware of this reality; consequently, they misunderstand Jesus’ 
approach to His adversaries.  They mistakingly assume that He aYempted to dodge their 
quesBon with a quesBon of His own.  In reality, He simply engaged in a sort of religious 
discourse with which they were familiar.  One has correctly remarked that Jesus’ quesBon 
was “not an evasion but a means of establishing the source of his own authority and all 
authority in the spiritual realm.”  7

 Jesus’ quesBon, as we see in verse 30, centered on the person of John the BapBst.  
The camel-cloaked preacher’s ministry was closely related to the ministry of Jesus, both 
in Bme (Mark 1:9-11) and in theological significance (Malachi 4:4-5).  John was well 
beloved by the people (Mark 1:5).  Like Jesus, people loved to hear him preach (Mark 
1:22 and 27).  Because of this, the religious elite undoubtedly secretly despised John.  
Knowing this reality, Jesus pointedly asked a quesBon about John’s authority.  He knew 
He the chief priests, scribes, and elders would be unwilling to answer it.  In seZng such a 
trap, Jesus displayed His power and authority over their sinister schemes and inane 
quesBons. 
 Perhaps Jesus also intended to provide an evangelisBc witness to His opponents 
within His quesBon.  NoBce the way in which He made reference to John’s “bapBsm.”  
Why did He menBon that act?  Perhaps He wanted to provide a slight, spiritual appeal to 
the chief priests, scribes, and elders.  Maybe He wanted to give them an open door to 
see their need for regeneraBon.  Instead of quizzing and interrogaBng Jesus, they needed 
to repent of sin and be bapBzed (Mark 1:4 and 15).  Even when men and women are at 
their worst, the grace of Jesus extends summons for salvaBon. 
 At the end of verse 30, Jesus said, “Answer me.”  The original language of the text 
is stout.  One has called Jesus’ request a “sharp demand.”   The boldness of Jesus reveals 8

that it was not His intent to use clever debate tacts to evade the religious leaders’ 
quesBon.  He was not afraid to answer them.  Instead, He boldly and defiantly posiBoned 
Himself as the absolute authority for maYers related to the Lord.   

 Rogers Jr. and Rogers III, 93.6

 Brooks, 17.7

 Robetson, 362.8



 In demanding an answer from the religious elite, He showed that He had dominion 
over their religious system.  He revealed Himself to be the Word of God incarnate (John 
1:1).  As in Job 38:1-3, Jesus postures Himself as God refusing to answer man’s 
quesBons.  He shows His transcendence over human debates and opinions.  Because He 
was the Anointed One, He did not need to answer mere men.  He remained in complete 
control of the situaBon in our text.  He stood strong as the true authority for all things 
related to God, faith, and holiness. 

Verses 31-32 
The perplexity of the religious leaders was grounded in an age-old sin.  They were 
dominated by the fear of man.  Many live by such fear.  They never experience true 
freedom and joy, nor do they reach their God-given potenBal, because they are 
constantly worried about what others think.  The religious eliBsts of Jesus’ day were 
controlled by people-pleasing tendencies.  John’s gospel tells us, “They loved human 
praise more than praise from God” (John 12:43).  Like Herod, they were driven by the 
opinions of men and women (Mark 6:26). 
 Many live in bondage because they don’t have a Godward perspecBve.  Their eyes 
are always on the esBmaBons, opinions, and approval of others.  Know this — you’ll 
either live by the fear of man or the fear of the Lord.  Scripture says, “The fear of mankind 
is a snare, but the one who trusts in the Lord is protected” (Proverbs 29:25).  At the end 
of the day, the issue of authority is at the root of this problem.  Those who live as 
manpleasers aren’t convinced that Christ is sovereign over all.  They give people too 
much power.  Don’t live in fear of people.  Make Christ’s authority your beacon and 
standard.  You’ll have a whole lot more strength, stability, and security in life when your 
eyes are on Him!  Jesus discouraged the fear of man in MaYhew’s gospel, saying, “Don’t 
fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear him who is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell” (MaYhew 10:28). 
 Our current passage teaches us that a convicBon concerning the authority of 
Scripture is a sure cure for people pleasing.  When God and His Word are big in our eyes, 
the opinions of people become small.  The inverse is also true.  If we become fixated on 
what others think, thoughts concerning the Lord will grow dim.  

Verse 33 
In response to Jesus’ interrogaBve, the religious leaders said, “We don’t know” (Mark 
11:33).  Jesus then replied, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things” (Mark 11:33).  With verse 33, one may see one last subtle reference to the 
Messianic mystery in Mark’s gospel.  Remember, throughout Mark’s wriBngs, we have 
seen instances in which Jesus surpasses the truth concerning His idenBty (Mark 1:25 and 
44; 3:12; and 8:30).  Knowing the plots of evil men (Mark 3:6), it seems Jesus did not 
want to hasten His death.  As a result, He sought to keep things on the sovereign 
schedule of heaven by not openly disclosing who He was.  Maybe Jesus’ refusal to 
answer His opponents’ quesBon was also Bed to His concern regarding this maYer. 


